
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricane Dorian gave the UN first Trade Forum a special edge. The storms that devastated the Abacos 
and parts of Grand Bahama off Florida highlighted the economic as well as the physical vulnerability of 
small island states to climate. 

Even before the UN Secretary General visited the islands and blamed climate change for the 
hurricane, the developing country politicians and international specialists meeting in Geneva over 
five days were focused on the longer-term consequences. Following the St Lucia Prime Minister, 
they also put the spotlight squarely on the human tragedies created by the storms and sea-surges. 
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UNCTAD, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, organized the 9-13 September 
with hopes for “a call to arms” to the UN Climate Summit to bring trade into the talks, particularly to 
help small island developing states (SIDS) to cope with their climate crises. 

The SIDS will get the chance to make their case to the world community for an hour on 23 September 
at the Climate Action Summit in New York. UNCTAD argued in its advance declaration: “Global trade 
policy must change and do more to be part of the climate solution. [The] climate crisis will wipe out 
trade gains of small island developing states if not addressed now." 

With such a short time, just before lunch. don’t expect the UN General Assembly to leap to a startling 
new initiative to keep these countries alive. But at least the Geneva meeting gave the SIDS a chance to 
make their case, both in the Forum and at the prestigious Raúl Prebisch Lecture organized during the 
meeting 

Presenting the UN Trade Forum at a press conference on 3 September, Pamela Coke-Hamilton, Director 
of the UNCTAD Division on International Trade and Commodities, said the meeting signalled an 
important departure from the past two decades of treating trade as a taboo subject in climate action. 

“The Paris Agreement [on climate control] does not contain any references to trade, but in a sense it’s 

the most important trade agreement,” Ms Coke- Hamilton observed in her statement. 

http://www.nusefile.com/economic/untradepdfs.php


    
 

Dorian changed the agenda. 
Ms Coke-Hamilton broke from her prepared notes to speak first about the devastation being 

caused in The Bahamas by Hurricane Dorian, “the third devastating hurricane in less than three 

years” to hit the Caribbean and the worst in over 55 years. 

The earlier storms had “wiped out” Barbuda and Dominica as economies, and the latest winds and sea 

surges devastated the Bahamian island of Abaco and made parts of Grand Bahama, including the main 

city of Freeport, “virtually uninhabitable”. 

“I think that says more than anything we could ever say about the issue of climate change, and the 

countries that are on the front line of this problem,” she commented. Starting out with a 

theoretical approach towards trade and sustainable development goals in the climate crisis, 

UNCTAD preparations for the forum discovered small island developing states (SIDS) faced some 

critical issues. 

Three SIDS Premiers and other ministers 
Three SIDS Prime Ministers came into the weeklong Forum: from Barbados, St. Lucia and Vanuatu. 

Ministers also signed in from Jamaica, the Maldives and Malta, as well as Poland, current President of 

the climate change governmental group known as CoP24, and representatives of the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific States. 

Climate change threatens national survival 
“Not only will climate change continue to wipe out trade prospects for many of these countries. It has 

a significant impact on the very existence of these countries,” Ms Coke-Hamilton warned. 

Barbados Premier says “time to reinvent the 
international order for local resilience” 

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Amor Mottley, who presented the 16th Raúl Prebisch Lecture in Geneva 

that week, said in an advance statement: “It is time to reinvent the international order. One that 

builds local resilience as well as promoting global competitiveness.” 

Ms Coke-Hamilton, who also comes from Barbados, said of small developing states: “We may not be 

large and powerful but in the final analysis we matter for the international trading system.” Many of 

the countries most vulnerable to climate change contribute less than 1% to its impact, she noted. 



    
 

A WTO issue now? 
“What are the potential trade rules that can be put into place and what are the international mechanisms 
that can begin to be brought to bear?” she asked, suggesting that today this could even be an issue for the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), where many nations, including developing states, had resolutely 
opposed action, fearing environmental regulations would be used against them. 

Forum agenda aims for holistic solutions 
She said UNCTAD itself had programmes on “the blue economy”, biodiversity in climate change, and “a 

very strong programme” on plastics and pollution. The aim of the forum, she said, was to obtain “a 

more holistic engagement” from the international community. “It has to be worldwide and a global 

effort,” she said, but challenged a questioner who suggested she meant to target the United States for 

failing to join the international consensus. She pointed out that many countries have signed the Paris 

Agreement but still have to implement measures that match their commitments. 

Invisible yet indispensable 
Ms Mottley’s lecture was entitled "Invisible yet indispensable". Her pre-lecture statement said: 

"Climate change is not a theory, or prospect. Small island states, coastal and low-lying states are on the 

front line. But the world order has been fundamentally undermined by the adhoc exercise of power 

over universal principle." She warns that if nothing effective is done, many members of the 

international community will feel "invisible and dispensable"*. 

 
* "It is time to reinvent the international order. One that builds local resilience as well as promoting 
global competitiveness, for it will not stand if many of its members feel invisible and dispensable." 

 
The SIDS include 38 UN members and 20 non-UN members. Googling SIDS, however, will just bring 
up a page on Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, as a business participant remarked. 



   
 

 

Scrutinizing finance, technology and capacity building 
UNCTAD's briefing said “the forum will explore how to change the [climate control] approach from one 

of allocating or shifting burdens among countries through trade restrictive measures to figuring out 

ways in which trade could help all countries, developing and developed, big and small, share the 

burdens of transforming their economies. Delegates will deliberate on how to accelerate action on the 

means of implementation – finance, technology and capacity- building – and the role of trade as an 

enabling factor in meeting this need and leveraging the various co-benefits of tackling the climate 

emergency." 

Why SIDS suffer most 
The statement, in a section entitled "trade flows or trade blows?", points out that SIDS “tend to lose 

from changes in terms of trade because they are net food importers or from limited adaptation to 

trade because of high trade costs and specialization in goods with little trade.” 

Safeguards for recovery needed 
Ms. Coke-Hamilton’s statement said: “It is important to provide SIDS with flexibilities in line with 

their vulnerability to risks induced by climate change, including strong safeguards which can be 

triggered after a natural disaster to provide enough policy space for recovery.” 

Focus matches December climate conference 
UNCTAD notes: “The forum’s focus on islands and coastal communities mirrors that of the 25th United 

Nations Climate Change Conference to be hosted by Chile in December. Trade can be an enabling fact in 

adaptation and in mainstreaming oceans-based economic activities in SIDS, where domestic markets 

remain small and remoteness is an intractable hindering factor.” 

Joint action plan on oceans use 
SDG 14 seeks to advance conservation and sustainable use of oceans. UNCTAD, UN Environment and 

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have put together a joint action plan to help countries 

achieve the trade-related targets. It is estimated to need $2.8 million to implement but argues that 

World Bank analysis suggests “improvement in global fisheries management can bring additional 

economic gains estimated at US$83 billion”. 



   
 

 

Circular economy and biodiversity 
The conference announcement stated: “With its focus on islands and coastal communities, the agenda of 

the Trade Forum practically mirrors the Chilean vision of a ‘blue’ COP 25, which has oceans as its 

overriding theme. SIDS and coastal communities may not be able to change the political course of efforts 

to mitigate climate change, but what the international community does or does not do will determine 

their fate. The Forum also reflects other priorities recently set out by the Chilean presidency: circular 

economy and biodiversity. While striking – the two events have been conceptualized independently of 

each other – this convergence is indicative of the critical importance of all these areas.” 

The Forum also looked forward to the first UN Summit on Sustainable Development Goals since 2015, 

scheduled for 24-25 September after the Climate Action Summit. A scientific group set up by the UN 

Secretary General published its advance report reviewing SDG progress on 11 September, and this is 

covered in our summing up report. 



       
 

St Lucia announces ‘Clinton‐style’ fund for 
small states to fight climate impacts 

9 September 2019 morning 

St. Lucia’s Prime Minister says the 78 small island developing states (SIDS) have given up on the 
international aid organizations in getting official help to fight the impacts of climate change and are 
planning to launch their own funding body. 

Allen Chastanet, who is also chair of the Caribbean economic body CARICOM, told the opening of the 
first UN Trade Forum in Geneva that three years of efforts to persuade organizations such as the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation (OECD) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to ease their 
loan terms had produced no results. “It would take a considerable change of heart,” he said. 

Talks at the IMF on making it easier for small states to borrow to carry out work to make them more 
resilient to climate impacts had shown “the development agencies are not prepared to make an 
exception for the SIDS.” 

Now the SIDS are working on setting up a body like the privately funded Clinton Foundation to provide 
aid to mitigate climate impacts, so that the burden of taking measures would fall on the foundation 
rather than individual countries. 

He thanked the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ireland for donations to help develop the essential 
governing structure, and said the project will be presented to the United Nations Climate Action Summit 
in New York on 23 September. 

Chastanet pointed out that expenditures to improve infrastructure to reduce climate impacts – such as 
installing drains or raising roads, improving electricity connections and the like – increased a country’s 
resilience but not its general economic productivity or performance. 

When he came into office three years ago, he thought the challenges facing his Caribbean nation of 
170,000 people were trade, balance of payments and competitors, he said. He was quite prepared to 
assume the management challenges involved in handling such problems, he told the UNCTAD delegates. 

The climate crisis had changed all that. “Now I am confronted with this monster that has the potential of 
making the country absolutely bankrupt. This issue has taken away the ability for us as small island 
developing countries to control our destiny.” 

Speaking after a visit to the Bahamas in the wake of Hurricane Dorian that destroyed many of the 
buildings on the islands of Great Abaco and devastated much of Grand Bahama just one week before, he 
described unpredictable climate effects as “the new normal”. 



       
 

He strongly criticised the new banking measures taken by European nations, including the introduction 
of a blacklist, designed to stop money laundering and funding of terrorism. He described this as holding 
countries “to ransom by undermining their reputation”. St Lucia for example had received only two 
requests for information on this score in the past three years. “This is not where the problem is. We pale 
in comparison with the rest of the world.” 

But the blacklist had virtually paralysed the region’s banking sector because officials were afraid that 
loans would get them into trouble and lose them contracts with international banks. Without 
corresponding banks, visitors could not use credit cards, and St Lucia travellers abroad – even the Prime 
Minister – would have to pay expenses in cash. 

By contrast, Chastanet argued, small island developing states “are ideal incubators to test out new 
ideas”. Their small scale and lack of competitive products should make them attractive to outside 
entrepreneurs. Because of their small economies, small countries had to concentrate on high-value 
products such as banking and upscale tourism. 

But he warned: “Our extinction is imminent. There are not many more storms that we can sustain and 
remain viable. Does the world want to have SIDS? The SIDS need your help.” 

The Maldives Minister of Environment, Dr Hussain Rasheed Hassan, also pointed out it takes a year or 
two to get a loan approved by international aid organizations, while climate disasters are striking small 
low-lying islands every year. “We are facing a climate emergency threatening the survival of the 
Maldives,” he reported. Yet the international community seems “very reluctant to do anything.” 

The Secretary-General of the British Commonwealth, Patricia Scotland, warned: “What is happening to 
our small island developing states today is what will happen to all of us tomorrow. We have no more 
time left. It has to be now and it has to be us. If we do not do something about it, it will kill all of us.” 

The one-week Trade Forum organized by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) is designed to feed into the UN climate summit. It is discussing overfishing, biotrade, and 
ocean plastics as well as trade in climate mitigation efforts. 



 

Climate change rulebook will check whether 
countries live up to commitments 
Chile wants oceans focus in December 
climate conference 

9 September 2019 

Starting from 2020 the world will have a transparent global framework for climate policies setting out 
what countries need to do and how, the President of the 2018 Katowice climate talks said in Geneva 
today. The conference agreed a rulebook on climate action monitoring. 

In a United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) debate on climate action and 
trade, Michal Kurtyka, Poland’s environment minister, said the next round of top-level talks set for 
December 2019 in Chile still have to finalize steps for market mechanisms to reduce climate pressures 
but “starting from 2020 we have a global framework for climate policies”. 

‘Katowice set a milestone’ 
In the negotiations since the Paris Agreement on climate control in 2014, countries had worked on scale, 
speed and durability of solutions. Katowice, known as CoP (Conference of the Parties)24 had to tackle 
the technical complexity of the text (300 pages) and “strong headwinds on the global political arena”. 
But the Katowice Rulebook had been approved and he could be seen leaping from the negotiating table 
in joy, he recalled. Kurtyka described Katowice as “a milestone just like the Paris Agreement” in 2014. 
“Paris needed Katowice.” 

Now the Paris Agreement countries have largely completed the framework it needs to act and to track 
its actions. “We know what parties have done and what they have neglected.” 

Good news and bad 
The rulebook obliges countries to report on their emissions and on the resources they are devoting to 
climate control, he noted. “The good news is that we still have the global willingness” to take action. 
“The bad news is the complexity.” 

Links between climate and ocean change 
Chile’s ambassador to the World Trade Organization (WTO) Eduardo Gálvez said Chile wanted CoP 25 to 
produce “a better understanding of the link between climate change and ocean change”. Chile sees five 
priorities for climate action: Antarctica, biodiversity (with a focus on forestry), new and renewable 
energy (including solar), and a circular economy, as well as climate and the ocean. 



 

New coalitions on mitigation, carbon neutrality, 
resilience, transport, renewable energy and science 

CoP25 in Santiago will try to organize a Head of States coalition for mitigation, promoting carbon 
neutrality, and a coalition on adaptation by promoting resilience. Ministers would also come together 
for coalitions on issues such as transport, renewable energy, and science. 

Chile argues sea‐level rise, coral reef degradation and 
ocean acidification should also be considered 

He said Chile would consider the December get together a ‘blue’ CoP if it looked also at sea-level rise, 
coral reef degradation, and acidification of the oceans. 

The one-week UN Trade Forum organized by UNCTAD is also designed to feed into the UN climate 
summit in New York on 23 September. It is discussing overfishing, biotrade, and ocean plastics as well as 
trade in climate mitigation efforts. 



       
 

10 September 2019 morning  

Fish trade and food security 
1140 words 

Does international fish trade damage local and national food security? A background paper prepared 

for UNCTAD with officials of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said an FAO-commissioned study with 11 country case 
studies in 2005 concluded that mostly international fish trade had a positive effect on local food security 
but resulted in increased pressure on fish stocks. It said that “preserving fish resources through effective 
fisheries management was necessary to increase food security and sustain international trade in 
fisheries resources in the long term” (page 8). The UNCTAD paper points out: “This supports the notion 
that market demand needs to be couple with a sustainable resource management policy” (8). 

The special place of aquaculture 
“This situation can be different for aquaculture,” it adds. “Production is often planned for export 
markets. Fish imports can increase domestic food supply and may keep prices stable. Thus, countries 
can equally be major exporters and importers of fish, as is the case for Thailand, China, Viet Nam, 
Nigeria or Egypt” (8-9). But this has led to concerns about degradation of natural coastal habitats. 

Few species in LDC trade 
Fish and seafood represent the top five exports for 14 or the world’s 47 Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs). But most involve just a few products. “The three most exported fish products account for 
roughly half of all fish exports from LDCs” (9). These account for 71% of Uganda’s exports and 98% of 
the Comoros’. 

LDCs must take steps to increase exports 
But to increase their fisheries export potential, LDCs must meet market requirements of importing 
countries, reduce trade costs and improve sustainability and aquaculture resources. “There are 
successful LDCs whose experiences can be duplicated and upscaled in other countries […] – such as 
ports, processing plant and cold stores” (10). 

Bangladesh and Tanzania examples 
It added: “Countries such as Bangladesh and the United Republic of Tanzania have shown that 
investments aimed at raising and enforcing norms and standards, particularly in relation to fish exports, 
can significantly boost export earnings” (10). 

Fish and protein intake 
The paper reported that fish production accounts for 17 per cent of global animal proteins and essential 
micronutrients with fish harvests at around 21 kg per capita per year (vi). “Fish and seafood 
consumption accounted for 20 per cent of animal protein intake for 3.2 billion people. About 26 per 
cent live in LDCs, 19 per cent in developing countries, and about 16 per cent in Low Income Food Deficit 
countries (LIFDCs)(5). 



    
 

Reducing 93% of heat from human activities 
“Oceans and wetlands produce half the oxygen we breathe, absorb around 30 per cent of the 
anthropogenic emissions of CO2 and around 93 per cent of the heat arising from human-driven changes 
to the atmosphere.” (4) 

Consumption has more than doubled 
Fish and seafood “consumption has more than doubled since 1973,” met largely by an increase in 
acquaculture (growing 6 per cent on average during 2001-2015) (5). 

No potential for increase in most productive fish 
The ten most productive species of fish account for about 27 per cent of harvests. “However, most of 
their stocks are fully fished with no potential for increases in volume,” the paper declares. “The 
remainder are overfished with increases in their volume only possible after successful stock restoration” 
(12). 

‘Alarming’ state of Mediterranean and Black Sea 
It describes the situation in the Mediterranean and Black Sea as “alarming” (12). “Catches have dropped 
by one third since 2007.” 

Fish and jobs 
“Around 59.6 million people were employed in fisheries and aquaculture in 2016 and some 200 million 
direct and indirect employment opportunities. […] In developing countries […] they often represent the 
only opportunity for livelihoods, earning an income and improving the quality of life for the family” (6). 

Over 50% increase potential 
“The value of fish harvest from marine fisheries and aquaculture is estimated at over $150 billion. FAO 
and the World Bank estimate that an additional US$83 billion could be extracted from the oceans if the 
productive capacity of currently overfished stocks was restored” (6). 

Among most traded food: a third of fish harvest 
enters world trade 

“Fish and seafood are among the most traded food commodities: […] 35-38 per cent of world 
production enters international trade.[…] Over 50 per cent of this trade originates in developing 
countries whose net trade income (export – import), valued at $37 billion in 2016, is greater than their 
net trade income [in] most other agricultural commodities combined” (6). 

Over 1000 species consumed, more than 200 
countries trade in fish and seafood 

“Over 1000 fish species are consumed worldwide and more than 200 countries have reported trade in 



    
 

fish and seafood” (7). 

Nearly 90% of production destined for human 
consumption 

“The share of world fish production destined for human consumption has increased and diversified 
significantly, up from 67 per cent in the 1960s to 88 per cent currently” (7). “In 2016, more than 200 
countries reported exports and imports of fish and fishery products” (7). “About 78 per cent of seafood 
products were exposed to international trade” (7). 

China major producer, and importer 
“China is the main fish producer and the largest exporter of fish and seafood. It is also a major importer 
due to outsourcing of processing from other countries as well as growing domestic consumption of 
species not produced locally. 

Norway no2 exporter, Viet Nam now third 
“Norway, the second major exporter, recorded high export values in 2015. In 2014, Viet Nam became 
the third major exporter, overtaking Thailand, which has experienced a decline in exports since 2013, 
mainly linked to reduced aquaculture shrimp production due to disease problems. 

EU biggest importer 
The European Union is still by far the largest single market for fish and seafood imports, followed by the 
United States of America and Japan. These three markets accounted in 2016 for approximately 64 per 
cent of the total value of world imports of fish and fish products” (7-8). Internal EU trade accounted for 
8 per cent of this. 

Fishing accounts for up to 80% of exports from fish 
In the Pacific, small island states earn 30-80% of their exports earning from fishing, particularly for high-
value tuna. In West Africa, fish can account for 5-12% of GDP. Fishing licence fees and “an important 
source of government revenue and foreign exchange searnings for several developing countries” (6). 

Since July received 14 papers and 3 more strategic papers. 

The50-page paper, produced by UNCTAD and FAO Senior Fisheries Consultant Lahsen Ababouch, legal 
officer David Vivas Egui and Assistant Economic Officer Lorenzo Formenti, is available online. The one-
week Trade Forum organized by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) is 
designed to feed into the UN climate summit. It is discussing overfishing, biotrade, and ocean plastics as 
well as trade in climate mitigation efforts. 



    
 

10 September 2019 morning 
1466 words 

Malta calls for grassroots involvement in 
action to mitigate climate 
Third Oceans Forum: oceans economy, climate and 
harmful fish subsidies 

Malta’s Ambassador for Climate Change action, Ms Simone Borg, urged the international community to 
“listen more to the grassroots” in working out how to take steps to mitigate the impact of climate 
change, despite the complexities. “Having them on board can lead us to come up with ideas and options 
that lead to a just transition” and maintain support for the measures required, she declared. 

At the local level, institutions “need to listen to all sectors,” she told the first UN Trade Forum, during a 
debate on the oceans economy, climate and harmful fish subsidies. 

This should include academia, Ms Borg insisted. She also underlined “the need to be friends with the 
press”, so that the measures to take are understood by the general public. 

“Working in silos will not get us anywhere,” she said, blaming the lack of progress in the past 30 years 
on all the communities working separately. Bringing all groups together to plan for climate mitigation 
“really changed the momentum” at the domestic level in Malta. 

SIDS are large coastal states 
The British Commonwealth Secretary-General, Baroness Patricia Scotland, told the meeting convened by 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), that the Commonwealth nations 
had warned of the current situation 30 years ago. The small island developing states (SIDS), 23 of them 
in the Commonwealth, could in fact be described as “large coastal states”, she pointed out. 

Oceans essential for food 
The Deputy Director of Fisheries Policy in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), Vera Agostini, noted that with so much of land already taken up for agriculture while world 
population continues to grow, “we are going to have to turn to the ocean as a human food provider”. 
Yet 30% of current seafood fishing is above a sustainable level. 

Feeding the UN climate summit 
The one-week UN Trade Forum organized by UNCTAD is designed to feed into the UN climate summit in 
New York on 23 September. It is discussing overfishing, biotrade, and ocean plastics as well as trade in 
climate mitigation efforts. 

Fish trade and food security 
Does international fish trade damage local and national food security? A background paper prepared for 
UNCTAD with officials of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and 



    
 

the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said an FAO-commissioned study with 11 country 
case studies in 2005 concluded that mostly international fish trade had a positive effect on local food 
security but resulted in increased pressure on fish stocks. 

Study found need for effective fisheries management 
It concluded that “preserving fish resources through effective fisheries management was necessary to 
increase food security and sustain international trade in fisheries resources in the long term” (page 8). 

Sustainable resource management needed 
The UNCTAD paper points out: “This supports the notion that market demand needs to be coupled with 
a sustainable resource management policy” (8). 

The special place of aquaculture 
“This situation can be different for aquaculture,” it adds. “Production is often planned for export 
markets. Fish imports can increase domestic food supply and may keep prices stable. Thus, countries 
can equally be major exporters and importers of fish, as is the case for Thailand, China, Viet Nam, 
Nigeria or Egypt” (8-9). But this has led to concerns about degradation of natural coastal habitats. 

Few species in LDC trade 
Fish and seafood represent the top five exports for 14 or the world’s 47 Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs). But most involve just a few products. “The three most exported fish products account for 
roughly half of all fish exports from LDCs” (9). These account for 71% of Uganda’s exports and 98% of 
the Comoros’. 

LDCs must take steps to increase exports 
But to increase their fisheries export potential, LDCs must meet market requirements of importing 
countries, reduce trade costs and improve sustainability and aquaculture resources. “There are 
successful LDCs whose experiences can be duplicated and upscaled in other countries […] – such as 
ports, processing plant and cold stores” (10). 

Bangladesh and Tanzania examples 
It added: “Countries such as Bangladesh and the United Republic of Tanzania have shown that 
investments aimed at raising and enforcing norms and standards, particularly in relation to fish exports, 
can significantly boost export earnings” (10). 

Fish and protein intake 

Reducing 93% of heat from human activities 
“Oceans and wetlands produce half the oxygen we breathe, absorb around 30 per cent of the 
anthropogenic emissions of CO2 and around 93 per cent of the heat arising from human-driven changes 
to the atmosphere.” (4) 



    
 

Consumption has more than doubled 
Fish and seafood “consumption has more than doubled since 1973,” met largely by an increase in 
acquaculture (growing 6 per cent on average during 2001-2015) (5). 

No potential for increase in most productive fish 
The ten most productive species of fish account for about 27 per cent of harvests. “However, most of 
their stocks are fully fished with no potential for increases in volume,” the paper declares. “The 
remainder are overfished with increases in their volume only possible after successful stock restoration” 
(12). 



    
 

‘Alarming’ state of Mediterranean and Black Sea 
It describes the situation in the Mediterranean and Black Sea as “alarming” (12). “Catches have dropped 
by one third since 2007.” 

Fish and jobs 
“Around 59.6 million people were employed in fisheries and aquaculture in 2016 and some 200 million 
direct and indirect employment opportunities. […] In developing countries […] they often represent the 
only opportunity for livelihoods, earning an income and improving the quality of life for the family” (6). 

Over 50% increase potential 
“The value of fish harvest from marine fisheries and aquaculture is estimated at over $150 billion. FAO 
and the World Bank estimate that an additional US$83 billion could be extracted from the oceans if the 
productive capacity of currently overfished stocks was restored” (6). 

Among most traded food: a third of fish harvest 
enters world trade 

“Fish and seafood are among the most traded food commodities: […] 35-38 per cent of world 
production enters international trade.[…] Over 50 per cent of this trade originates in developing 
countries whose net trade income (export – import), valued at $37 billion in 2016, is greater than their 
net trade income [in] most other agricultural commodities combined” (6). 

Over 1000 species consumed, more than 200 
countries trade 

“Over 1000 fish species are consumed worldwide and more than 200 countries have reported trade in 
fish and seafood” (7). 

Nearly 90% of production destined for human 
consumption 

“The share of world fish production destined for human consumption has increased and diversified 
significantly, up from 67 per cent in the 1960s to 88 per cent currently” (7). “In 2016, more than 200 
countries reported exports and imports of fish and fishery products” (7). “About 78 per cent of seafood 
products were exposed to international trade” (7). 

China major producer, and importer 
“China is the main fish producer and the largest exporter of fish and seafood. It is also a major importer 
due to outsourcing of processing from other countries as well as growing domestic consumption of 
species not produced locally. 

Norway No2 exporter, Viet Nam now third 
“Norway, the second major exporter, recorded high export values in 2015. In 2014, Viet Nam became 



    
 

the third major exporter, overtaking Thailand, which has experienced a decline in exports since 2013, 
mainly linked to reduced aquaculture shrimp production due to disease problems. 

EU biggest importer 
The European Union is still by far the largest single market for fish and seafood imports, followed by the 
United States of America and Japan. These three markets accounted in 2016 for approximately 64 per 
cent of the total value of world imports of fish and fish products” (7-8). Internal EU trade accounted for 
8 per cent of this. 

Fishing accounts for up to 80% of exports from fish 
In the Pacific, small island states earn 30-80% of their exports earning from fishing, particularly for high-
value tuna. In West Africa, fish can account for 5-12% of GDP. Fishing licence fees and “an important 
source of government revenue and foreign exchange earnings for several developing countries” (6). 

Available online 
The paper, produced by UNCTAD and FAO Senior Fisheries Consultant Lahsen Ababouch, legal officer 
David Vivas Egui and Assistant Economic Officer Lorenzo Formenti, is available online. 

https://unctad.org/meetings/en/SessionalDocuments/ditc-ted-03092019-forum-Background-Note.pdf


       
 

‘WTO faces reputation collapse if fisheries 
deal fails’ 
Third Oceans Forum 

10 September 2019 afternoon 
485 words 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) has entered a new phase of negotiations that hopefully will lead to 
an agreement after 20 years on fishery subsidies, its ex-chair said today. 

Roberto Zapata Barradas, former chair of the WTO negotiating group on rules, warned however that the 
WTO 12th Ministerial Conference at the end of this year would require only a small menu of proposals – 
“a handful in my view” – for them to take meaningful decisions. 

By contrast, New Zealand, via its Deputy WTO Representative Thomas Haldon, warned that failure “will 
have consequences for the reputation of multilateral institutions […] and of the WTO, which we can all 
agree has taken a hit.” Isabel Jarrett of The Pew Charitable Trust went even further. “The WTO is in a 
crisis,” she said. 

Haldon pointed out that negotiations had been going on for two decades and were currently the only 
active WTO talks. “The time for excuses is over.” 

He pointed out that the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) pledge countries to eliminate 
fisheries subsidies that create overfishing and encourage illegal fisheries through SDG14.6. 

They were speaking at the Third Oceans Forum, part of the first UN Trade Forum organized by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Geneva on 9-13 September. 

The one-week Trade Forum is designed to feed into the UN climate summit. It is discussing overfishing, 
biotrade, and ocean plastics as well as trade in climate mitigation efforts. 

Zapata noted that the WTO negotiators faced “inherent tensions” because of the hope for a “triple- 
win” of development, trade and environmental advantages from the talks. “Reconciling these three 
objectives is extremely hard,” he admitted. Sustainable development rather than trade distortion was 
outside the normal scope of the WTO’s typical focus. 

A third major problem in reaching agreement is that negotiators were even more cautious because the 
agreement will be subject to WTO’s dispute settlement procedures. 

However, he asserted that the group “has not slid back” over the past two years and has not become 
paralysed though its programme was advancing only “at a slow pace”. Negotiators had produced a score 
of papers since July, indicating a willingness to compromise, but only four regular sessions are scheduled 
before the end of the year. 



       
 

Zapata urged civil society to keep up pressure on governments to negotiate. “Incremental pressure we 
have seen in the past seems to have been having an impact on the ability to engage,” he remarked. But 
he added that the negotiators would need to make more use of facilitators to complete the talks. On 
subsidies and overfishing, more work is necessary. Cross-cutting issues will need even more work. 

The Pew representative said 53% of fishing subsidies were harmful, and 85% of them went to large- 
scale fisheries, of which less than half would be profitable without subsidies, particularly in fuel supplies. 



 

Fighting climate change can require all our 
energy subsidies 

11 sept 2019 afternoon session 
400 words 

What we spend on energy subsidies each year in the world will be needed to fund the climate action 
plans for the 80 developing countries that have specified their financing needs – $5.4 trillion, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) said on 11 September. 

Fat chance that we’ll do the switch. It’s an indication of how far the world is from taking the climate 
crisis seriously, or of putting the resources into helping the poorest cope with its impacts. 

And, looking closer at the situation, the wealthiest 20% of households in developing countries receive 
43% of the benefits from such fossil fuel subsidies. The poorest 20% get only 7%, UNCTAD observes. 

Launching its Commodities and Development Report 2019, UNCTAD also observed that coping with 
climate change will require investments in education and health as well as measures to promote 
individual sectors. 

In a refrain that is as frequent as it is incredible to contemplate, UNCTAD Secretary-General Mukhisa 
Kituyi warned that the crisis “will result in the collapse of some economies if decisive action is not taken 
now”. 

SIDS (small island development states) that earn much of their merchandise export earnings from 
fisheries are at particular risk from rising sea-surface temperatures, the report notes. They include 
Kiribati (88%), Maldives (79%) and the Federated States of Micronesia (75%). 

It also goes the other way: if the world moves substantially into greener energy, countries such as 
Brunei Darussalam, Kuwait and Qatar are “equally at risk” though they have some of the highest levels 
of greenhouse-gas emissions per capita, it pointed out. 

The 70-page report is entitled Commodity Dependence, Climate Change and the Paris Agreement [on 
climate control]. It “echoes warnings from experts that commitments made by countries to mitigate 
climate change under the Paris Agreement are not ambitious enough,” UNCTAD says. “The 
commitments need to quadruple to limit global temperature rise to 1.5C above pre-industrial levels.” 

UNCTAD’s Commodities Director Patricia Coke-Hamilton said “we are facing the perfection storm: of 
lack of action and ambition” to help developing countries tackle their climate crisis.The news is not all 
bad. “The global push towards renewable energy and energy efficiency creates opportunities in 
countries with large reserves of materials used in clean technologies,” UNCTAD suggests. “For example, 
in 2018 the Democratic Republic of the Congo accounted or 58% of the global supply of cobalt, a key 
commodity used in the production of electric vehicle batteries, while Chile and Argentina jointly 
accounted for 71% of global reserves of lithium, another key component in the manufacture of 
batteries.” 

UNCTAD launched the report during the first UN Trade Forum: SDGs [Sustainable Development Goals] 
and Climate Change. The one-week Trade Forum organized by UNCTAD is designed to feed into the UN 
climate summit. It is discussing overfishing, biotrade, and ocean plastics as well as trade in climate 
mitigation efforts. 



       
 

In praise of plastics − and notes on how to 
persuade people + policymakers 

11 September 2019 morning 
1200 words 

 

Our love affair with plastics is far from over. If we did nothing, the amount of plastics that could enter 
the oceans is predicted to increase tenfold by 2025, says the UK’s Alessandro Moscuzza. As it is, at least 
one plastics swamp in the oceans is the size of Spain. 

Half consumer plastics used once 
But 50% of consumer plastics are used just once, the Senior Climate Change and Environment Adviser in 
the U.K.’s Department for International Development (DFID) told a meeting in Geneva on 11 September. 

Altering hormones 
Yet 93% of people in the U.S. aged six or older have tested positive for an industrial chemical used to 
make certain plastics, and some of these compounds have been found to alter hormones or have other 
potential effects on human health, Moscuzza told the meeting organized by the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

Why is breaking up so hard to do? 
So what makes it so difficult to wean ourselves off plastics? Or stop its impact on the ocean? Well, 
there’s lot to be said for plastic. “Plastic is a very durable and versatile material, which has found many 
uses and applications in everyday life,” notes Moscuzza. 

Plastics bring value 



       
 

Michael Saltzberg of DuPont Biomaterials also told the first UN Trade Forum: “Plastics bring a lot of 
value”. Bottled water, for example. “PET bottles are recyclable, unbreakable, and conveniently re 
closable,” he observed. 

Well, he would say that, wouldn’t he – coming from a chemicals company? you might observe. But not 
quite. 

He also told a session on plastics and the ocean: PET bottles cannot keep fresh the carbonated drinks we 
adore. So carbonated-cola bottles use 10-30% more plastic than simple water bottles. 

There are alternatives to PET 
And Dr Saltzberg’s point is that there are alternatives that, for producers, cost no more but spare the 
environment: the extra costs of ingredients that go into the substitutes are matched by reductions in 
the costs of the plastics used (more later). 

Waste management is the big issue 
But the problem isn’t just plastics made from fossil fuels. It’s waste management systems, says 
Moscuzza. Of the 20 countries producing plastic wastes, 19 are in the developing world (the other is the 
USA). If the European Union countries were bundled together, the wastes from their 300 million people 
would be equivalent only to Morocco’s 17 million population. 

PEF with PET 
DuPont’s alternatives include a new pol mer PEF from corn starch. Blended with PET, PEF reduces the 
plastic required by 10-20% and – important for quick adoption – its bottles can be recycled in the 
existing PET stream, Saltzberg, DuPont’s Biomaterials Global Business Director, stated. 

Polysaccharides 
But what excites him more are polysaccharides, which his DuPont research group has been working on 
for more than nine years. “Microbes recognize them as food,” he says. Paper and cotton are made from 
cellulose, a natural material composed of sugars, and engineered polysaccharides could have the same 
qualities. They can be made from sugar cane or beet and the process is low-energy and produces almost 
no waste, he said. Thus, these polysaccharides could be found in: 

• Plastic-free grease paper for paper-based dry food packaging 
• Higher recycled content in cardboard (enabling it to be recycled 20 times) 

• Replacing latex for plastic-free wipes 
• Improving the biodegradability of biopolymers used, for example, in toys. 



       
 

 



       
 

Materials innovation is not the answer 
Dr Saltzberg insisted: “We are not offering a boutique solution. Materials innovation is not the answer 
to this problem. But I do think that by moving from fossil-based materials, we can deliver the same 
freshness, the same convenience that consumers want.” 

Alliance to End Plastic Waste 
Mr. John Revess, Director for Plastics and Packaging in the Geneva-based World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development, said the new business Alliance to End Plastic Waste is already working on 11 
projects, five already approved, with many more applications still on its plate. 

Global Information Platform 
The five approved programmes relate to an open-sourced Global Information Platform to “benchmark 
how big the problem is and the progress we are making to solving it”. He observed that even at this 
meeting the amounts of plastic waste reaching the oceans varied between 8 and 12 million tonnes a 
year. 

Details still being worked out 
Another project is with the World Economic Forum in Indonesia. With National Geographic it is working 
on a Renew Oceans programme. A major “strategic capital” player is working on a fourth programme, 
and the United Nations is likely to be a key partner in other work, though he could not yet give details of 
these projects until the details have been worked out. 

Major amounts still in reserve 
The additional six projects included chemical recycling, waste management (in China and Africa), and 
the role of innovation. But the Alliance, to be based in Singapore, had the cash and “we have yet to 
commit the majority of funds we have”, he said. “We are looking for partners to identify the solutions 
that need to be invested in.” 

Plastics now in Basel pact 
Kei Ohno Woodall, Senior Programme Officer for the Geneva-based Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions, said a plastics addition to the Basel Convention banning export of wastes without prior 
approval by both sides now had enough ratification to come into effect in January 2021, 35 years after 
the pact was signed. 



       
 

Plastic waste in oceans ‘solvable’ 
Its statement on wastes asserts that though 80-90% of the plastic in the seas comes from land-based 
sources, “since an estimated 80% of that land-based waste is due to a lack of efficient collection and 
management schemes, the problem is solvable”. 

Plastic waste partnership 
A May 2019 meeting “adopted landmark decisions on plastic waste” to make global trade in plastic 
waste “more transparent and tightly regulated”. It also established a Plastic Waste Partnership to bring 
together business, government, academia and civil society “to tackle the growing problem of plastic 
waste”. 

The importance of media and science 
Ms Woodall added: “I would like to highlight the power of media and the power of science” in achieving 
action. The Trade Forum invited Julian Hector, Head of BBC Natural History Unit, to make the opening 
presentation on plastics in the oceans. He said the programme that brought attention to ocean plastics 
into the British political arena, Blue Planet 2, became the most watched show on television, and reached 
60% of the population. 

Inspiring policymakers 
“The Blue Planet programme inspired a lot of us,” said Moscuzza. It was the main topic of office 
conversation on the morning after its Sunday showing. Professor Lisa Emberson, Director of the 
Stockholm Environment Institute, said YouTube videos on their programmes about manufacturing 
pollution in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia achieved great responses on the ground. 

‘Toxic time bomb’ 
The BBC official noted he had seen plastics damage to a seal and albatross even in 1981 when working 
as a biologist in South Georgia near to Antarctic. He warned that some scientists were also speaking of 
“a toxic time bomb” from the accumulation of plastic chemicals in the environment. “Not much is 
known about the impact,” he reminded delegates. 

Increasing knowledge and awareness 
Ms Woodall underlined that bringing producers, users and disposers together, along with science policy 
discussions, covered by media, add knowledge and awareness of the issues. She also spoke in favour of 
multilateralism to spread results. 

Our earlier story on plastics and the ocean: no easy answers. 

https://www.global-geneva.com/ocean-problems-no-time-for-easy-answers/


 

UN Trade Forum 

Biotrade 
Do we need the private sector and sustainable trade 
in the CBD? 

12 September 2019 
400 words 

A number of BioTrade partners, both companies and organizations as well as UNCTAD, presented a 
paper for the UN Trade Forum’s BioTrade Congress calling for sustainable use and sustainable trade to 
be included in the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) due for adoption next year. 

They also reported they are developing an objective monitoring indicator to track progress on 
sustainable biotrade. 

Their argument for revising the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD): “Approximately 40% of the world’s 
economy is derived from direct use of biodiversity”. The note pointed out: “Meeting the three 
objectives of the CBD will require a transformational change in consumption and production patterns, in 
which the private sector will necessarily play a central role. This creates a strong incentive for Parties to 
facilitate private sector involvement in the implementation of the post-2020 GBF.” 

They claim that including sustainable trade in the framework could encourage governmental authorities 
to cooperate with the private sector to develop methods for sustainable use. “It could foster the 
interest of global financing facilities, investors, and businesses sourcing biological resources in 
developing and implementing biodiversity-friendly practices and in allocating resources to conservation 
and sustainable use,” they underlined. 

As one of the participants in the Forum debate observed: “Risk-averse bankers do not know biotrade 
product” and are reluctant to invest in projects. Several company representatives working in biotrade 
told the Congress they had difficulties getting the loans they need to grow their business or finance 
small suppliers. 

The 11 partners, including the UN’s International Trade Centre, called for “raising ambition on meeting 
the second objective of the CBD, the sustainable use of components of biodiversity” in order to improve 
the balance in the convention, They noted that participants in regional consultation workshops “pointed 
out that the objectives of sustainable use and benefit sharing could be better reflected in the new 
Framework.” 

The group, which submitted its paper to the CBD at the end of August, includes two organizations 
certifying ethical biotrade (PromPerú and UEBT) and others promoting these ideas, such as the German-
funded ABS [Asset and Benefit Sharing] Capacity Development Initiative and PhytoTrade Africa. 

As the Forum organizers observed, BioTrade principles and criteria are being developed or followed in 
over 50 countries in Asia, Africa, Americas and Europe, covering personal care, phytopharma, food, 
fashion, ornamental flora and fauna, handicrafts, textiles and natural fibers and sustainable tourism. The 
Congress closed with informal presentations and exchanges on biotrade products from several 
developing countries. 

https://www.cbd.int/api/v2013/documents/85397263-ECAE-250B-0451-2E276627AC25/attachments/UNCTAD.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/api/v2013/documents/85397263-ECAE-250B-0451-2E276627AC25/attachments/UNCTAD.pdf
https://bch.cbd.int/protocol/post2020/framework.shtml


       
 

Climate change is more than a human rights 
issue 
UN Trade Forum 

Roundup 13 September 2019 
2000 words 

Climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was the official title of the first UN Trade 
Forum, organized by UNCTAD (the UN Conference on Trade and Development) in Geneva on 9-13 
September 2019. But Human Rights High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet outflanked the economists 
with her address to the Human Rights Council at its opening on 9 September. 

“Fires rage through our forests, and the ice is melting. We are burning up our future – literally,” she 
declared, and who can blame the media for latching onto this headline? Especially when she added: 
“The world has never seen a threat to human rights of this scope.” 

Hurricane Dorian had devastated two islands in the Bahamas only a week before – posing exactly the 
challenge UNCTAD was concerned with at its Forum. But the catastrophe story will run and run, for 
months and maybe years. 

The new Four Horsemen of our Apocalypse 

The media were listening to Ms Bachelet of course because this was her first address to the ruling 
council after one year in office. Her speech entitled Climate Change and Global Peace dealt with lots of 
other problems around the world in human rights. But few will take issue with her warning that “unless 
urgent actions […] are taken within the next 10 years to arrest global temperature rise – hunger, famine, 
mass migration and war will be the order of the day.” 

Clueless 
And with the UN Climate Action Summit looming only two weeks away – with everyone clueless about 
how it will turn out, this was the obvious story. 

‘Invisible’ marginal states 
The United Nations Trade Forum had a less straightforward story: biodiversity is in crisis and the 
“invisible” marginal small island developing states (SIDS) are in a dire state but can’t get the aid they 
need. If anything, they are being punished for their success in delivering high-value services to the rest 
of the world, as the Prime Minister of the Barbados charged. 

Nevertheless, the Forum had its own big names (two more Prime Ministers) and even more scientific 
clout and bad news about climate change and biodiversity. 

Ana Maria Hernández, Chair of the IPBES (Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services), whose report in May told the world one million animal and plant species are now 
threatened with extinction, out of an estimated total of 8 million, and many within decades. 

A development, economic, security, social and moral 
issue 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2187
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2187
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2187


       
 

Her message to the UNCTAD delegates from international organizations, governments, NGOs and 
businesses involved in biodiversity: “The Global Assessment provided strong evidence that the loss of 
biodiversity is not only an environmental issue, but also, and fundamentally, a developmental, 
economic, security, social and moral issue as well.” 

We have altered 75% of the land and domestic 
species are in decline 

She reminded UNCTAD’s Fifth BioTrade Conference (part of the Trade Forum) on 12 September: “three-
quarters of the land surface is now significantly altered by human actions; more than 85% of wetlands 
have been lost; and only 3% of the oceans can still be described as ‘free from human pressure’.” 

25% of domestic species threatened 
Worse, local varieties and breeds of domesticated plants and animals are also in decline. “By 2016, 559 
of the 6190 domesticated breeds of mammals used for food and agriculture (over 9 per cent) had 
become extinct and at least 1,000 more are threatened.” 

Serious risk to food security 
“This loss of diversity, including genetic diversity, poses a serious risk to global food security by 
undermining the resilience of many agricultural systems to threats such as pests, pathogens and climate 
change. Not only biodiversity is in danger, also human well-being through lack of food, health, water 
quality, amongst others.” 

Three years in production 
This may seem a lot of direct quotation to offer, but it is important to know exactly how she termed it. 
The eighth IPBES assessment engaged 156 experts and 350 contributing authors over three years and 
had to deal with more than 20,000 comments in its peer review system. 

Five key levers 
Unlike the Human Rights Council (unless it extracts an unusual pledge from its member states), the 
UNCTAD group can do something about it. Many already are. And Hernández argued that five key levers 
of transformative change could control climate change and “the degradation of nature” recorded by 
IPBES. 

These are: 

(1) incentives and capacity-building; 

(2) cross-sectoral cooperation; 

(3) pre-emptive and precautionary actions in regulatory and management institutions and 
businesses; 
(4) decision-making in the context of resilience and uncertainty; and 

(5) environmental law and implementation. 



       
 

Limit speculation 
“Reforming trade systems and financial markets, although challenging, is essential to controlling the 
impact of global economic drivers on nature,” she stated. This could include limiting financial 
speculation on markets that can affect biodiversity. 

Circular economy 
The circular economy (reduce, reuse, recycle and recover resources) cuts down on unsustainable 
production while decoupling economic growth and the deterioration of the environment, Hernández 
added. 

Not for negotiations 
As for the New York 23 September meeting, to which the UN Forum is structured to contribute, “the 
end result is not going to be a negotiated one,” admitted Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba, Special 
Envoy of the Secretary-General for the 2019 Climate Summit in a 11 September broadcast. That sounds 
like diplomatic jargon for “it wasn’t worth even trying”. 

It will be interesting to see whether Barbados will remain invisible or whether Barbados Premier Mia 
Amor Mottley will be welcomed In New York to point out, as she did at the prestigious Raúl Prebisch 
lecture in Geneva, that developed countries had a head start in getting rich by building their industrial 
base on the wealth taken from people thousands of miles away. 

The corresponding bank shutout 
Small island states fail to access markets on fair terms and fail to have correspondent banking services 
because they are simply too small to be seen or to matter to some, Ms Mottley declared. Since the 
global financial crisis of 2008, many international banks have decided to terminate or limit their 
correspondent banking services (also known as derisking) to different regions, including small island 
states, to avoid rather than manage risks 

No moral legitimacy or leadership 
Ms Mottley described this practice as one “not rooted in moral legitimacy or leadership”. These banks 
“rely on their might and size as bullies do in a playground” and called on public officials to urge the 
reversal of this insensitive practice. Like other Caribbean leaders she also criticized the European 
Union’s anti-moneylaundering program, which penalizes the region by scaring global banks against 
corresponding with banks in the Caribbean because of the formalities, though few had been suspected 
of abusing the system. 

Talking struggles and successes 
The Forum might seem to have run out of intellectual steam in the second half of the week with its Fifth 
BioTrade Congress on Thursday and Friday. But these was also the occasion for business entrepreneurs 
to talk about the problems they face on the ground in trying to go green. 

Undercut, lower quality deals 
So an entrepreneur who was working with local communities to save forests, found that rivals came in 

https://soundcloud.com/user-437957579/media-briefing-11-sept/s-Du45F
https://soundcloud.com/user-437957579/media-briefing-11-sept/s-Du45F


       
 

and undercut the business by taking lower-quality fruit, and another found that some farmers used the 
money received to hire workers to cut down the forest elsewhere. Local people are often unaware of 
biodiversity rules, and government officials can be hostile of restrictions on local practices. 

Most projects led by women 
Yet others had encouraging stories to tell. João Teixeira, Senior Sustainability Coordinator of Natura 
Cosmetics in Brazil, found that the ucuuba berry turns out to be three times more profitable for families 
to harvest than to cut the trunk, which they could sell only once. Its cosmetics programme works with 
37 communities, involving 5600 families, totalling 21,000 people and 22 native species. About 70% of 
the projects are led by women. 

Local processing 
More important for increasing local revenues, the projects involve local processing units (18 in all) – a 
rare situation – so that the producers are not just harvesting and selling raw materials. And the 
company is happy for them to sell their processed products to other outlets. 

Access and Benefits Sharing 
Santiago Carrizosa, Global Adviser in the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for the 
Access and Benefits Sharing (ABS) programme run with the World Bank’s Global Environment Facility 
(GEF), reported that 27 biodiscovery projects using genetic resources for sustainable development have 
been documented since the 2014 Nagoya Protocol underscoring that “genetic resources are 
accelerators” of the 2030 SDGs. 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/poverty-reduction/abs-is-genetic-resources-for-sustainable-development.html


       
 

 

First SDG UN Summit since 2015 
The Climate Action Summit is followed on 24-25 September in New York by the first SDG Summit since 
the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda in 2015. But a scientific panel has warned that trends in four areas are 
threatening progress elsewhere in the SDGs: “rising inequalities, climate change, biodiversity loss and 
increasing amounts of waste from human activity that are overwhelming capacities to process them”. 

SDG 2019: 20 actions 
The Global Sustainable Development Report 2019, The Future is Now: Science for Achieving 
Sustainable Development, appeared on 11 September 2019, the first prepared by the Independent 
Group of [15] Scientists appointed by the UN Secretary General three years ago. Its Call to Action 
lists 20 points for interventions “based on the recent scientific literature analysing the deeper 
systemic interconnections that identify synergies and trade-offs between individual goals and 
targets” (pages 127-136). 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsummit
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/gsdr2019
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This article gives the Report proportionally more space than you might ordinarily want because it was 
not presented or discussed at the Trade Forum. A United Nations Foundation summary is here. The 
usual suspects 

The report covers most of the usual suspects roped into international discussions – production 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/09/1046132


       
 

and consumption patterns, growing inequality, access to basic social services, attention to 
vulnerable groups, changes in food production and habits, particularly to combat malnutrition 
and obesity, extending electricity to the 1 billion people without it, and reducing the use of 
polluting solid fuels for cooking (“causing an estimated 3.8 million premature deaths each year”. 



       
 

 

 



       
 

 

No country is on track 
It declares: “The currently available evidence shows that no country is on track in reconfiguring 
the relationship between people and nature in a sustainable manner” (21). 
More compact and efficient cities needed 
The report also urges “more compact and efficient cities”. But just listing the proposals does not 
do justice to the depth of the analysis and argument presented for each point. 



       
 

 



       
 

 



       
 

UN sustainability label 
The scientists even have a challenge for the United Nations: “The UN could promote a new 
sustainable development investment label, with clear parameters and guidelines, to encourage 
and reward investment in industries and financial markets that advance sustainable 
development and discourage investment in those that do not.” 

Switching science priorities 
The 200-page report also argues for “shifting current research priorities and supporting 
innovative approaches to sustainability science, emphasizing cross-disciplinary partnerships, and 
committing support and resources to scientific institutions, particularly in the global South. 

Development aid budgets should prioritize boosting scientific capacity and access in the global 
South. UN Member States, research consortia and libraries should work together to improve 
cross-border and inter-disciplinary collaborations in science for the SDGs.” 

 
Cochairs of the group are by Peter Messerli and Endah Murniningtyas, former deputy 
planning minister of Indonesia. 



 

11 September 2019 

Third Oceans Forum: Oceans economy, climate and 
harmful fish subsidies 

John Revess, Director, Plastics and Packaging, World Business Council 
for Sustainable Development 

- The Alliance to End Plastic Waste: A New 
Cross-Value Chain Synergy to Remove 
Plastic Wastes from the Environment 
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Measuring impact 

 



 

11 September 2019 

Circular Economy, Oceans and Plastics 
Kei Ohno Woodall, Senior Programme Officer, Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions 
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Third Oceans Forum: Oceans economy, climate and 
harmful fish subsidies 

Vera Agostini, Deputy Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and 
Resources Division, FAO 

- Impacts of climate change on fisheries and 
adaptation options 

 

 



 

 

 

 

0 Freshwater ecosystems have relatively low buffering 
capacity and thus are more sensitive to climate-related 
shocks. 

0 Climatic factors and water regulation means allocation 
of water for inland fisheries will become challenged. 

0 149 countries assessed on the likely impact of 
climate-inducedchanges (temperature  precipitation) 

     
     ► China and India, are likely to face considerable 

added stressors. 

► Pakistan  Morocco  Turkey- Stressors will move 

      ► Turkmenistan, Mexico, Malawi, Iran, Kazakhstan 

        

 

 

 

0 Countries considering aquaculture in their 
Nationally Determined Contributions are mo stl y 
located in the develo ping countries, especiall y in 
Africa - They req uire the most su pport 

0 Unfavorable impacts predominate in developing 
countries, but adaptation measure s are available . 

0 Vulnerability is direct ly associated with 
governance, from nat ional to farm level. 

0 Vulne rabi lity reduction depends on broader 
adaptation measures beyond the aquacu lture 
sect or. 
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Fishing subsidies: 
Isabel Jarrett, Pew Charitable Trusts 

 



  



 

Subsidies by Region/Continent 

 
Source: 5umaila et al (2D 19 , i n review ) 
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5th BioTrade Congress: Linking trade and biodiversity 
Rudolf Lüthi, Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation 

 - BioTrade portfolio of companies and products 
developed in the Mekong region 
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Circular Economy, Oceans and Plastics Pollution 
Kei Ohno Woodall, Senior Programme Officer, Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm Conventions - Fostering synergies with the 
intergovernmental process on plastics 
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Circular Economy, Oceans and Plastics Pollution 
Lisa Emberson, Professor and Director, Stockholm Environment 
Institute 

 

Cause & Consequence 
The role of freshwater systems in plastic pollution? 

> 25% of global waste is discarded into watersheds of only 14 continental rivers 
(including the Congo, the Niger, the Nile, the Zambezi and the Ganges) 

 



 

 



 

 
Lebreton & Andrady, 2019 
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Circular Economy, Oceans and Plastics Pollution 

The Sustainable Approach already validated in a wide 
range of countries... 

• 

Moldova 

Morocco Lebanon 
Oman 

Ethiopia 
Ecuador 
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5th BioTrade Congress: Linking trade and 
biodiversity 

 

Post-2020 global biodiversity framework (GBF) - Driving the 
transformation towards biodiversity-friendly societies and businesses 

Frederic Perron-Welch, Consultant, UNCTAD 

 
  



 

 

UNECE Trees in Cities campaign 
Expect a number of initiatives to be announced at the Action Summit. The United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) has already promised a Trees in Cities campaign to be launched then. 
The argument: “Strategically planted trees can cool the air by between 2°C and 8°C, thereby reducing air 
conditioning needs by 30 per cent. A single tree can absorb up to 150 kg of C02 per year and help 
mitigate climate change. Trees also help control land erosion, reduce landslides and control surface 
water, and help mitigate flood damage.” 

Useful links 
UNCTAD documents and presentations submitted (requires sign-in). 

Bachelet speech to Human Rights Council 9 September 2019 (LINK)  

UNCTAD Summary of Prebisch Lecture (LINK). 

Global Sustainable Development Report (LINK) 

https://treesincities.unece.org/
http://www.nusefile.com/economic/tradepdfs.php
https://untrade2019.unctad.org/documents
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2187
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/gsdr2019
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